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Itôs 

Resurrection   

 Sunday !  

Resurrection Sunday is one of the most important days in the Christian calendar!  

Some of us call it Easter Sunday, but that designation is a pagan or worldly desig-

nation.  Christians the world over, however, choose to reflect upon this momen-

tous time of the year by celebrating victory over death, the grave, and hell! 
 

We can celebrate life after death because Jesus defeated death at a hill called Cal-

vary!  According to the hymnwriter Isaac Watts, it was ñ  
 

At the cross, at the cross where I first saw the light, 

And the burden of my heart rolled away ñ  

It was there by faith, I received my sight, 

And now, I am happy all the day! 

 
At the cross, Jesus fixed the foundation of our faith!  It was there that He demon-

strated His claim in Matthew 28: 18 that, òAll power is given unto me in heaven 

and in earth.ó  That power is available to believers today.  When we follow Jesusõ 

plan for fishing for men as He said to Peter and Andrew in Matthew 4:19, He em-

powers us to make disciples and to increase the citizenship of His kingdom! 
 

While many may strut in fine suits and shiny dresses on Resurrection Sunday, we 

must not lose focus of the importance of this day.  It is not a focus on suits, 

dresses, rabbits, and eggs, but Resurrection Sunday is a time for us to focus on 

REPENTENCE, CONFESSION,  and SALVATION! 

        Pastor L. O. Griffin 
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Youth In Action  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sister Tiarra Deleston, serving 

as Miss Morris Street Baptist 

Church, was recently crowned 

as the Queen of The Charles-

ton County Sunday School and 

BTU Congress.  She will travel 

to Detroit, Michigan in June to 

represent Charleston County 

at the National Congress of 

Christian Education.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brother Taylor Deleston was se-

lected as a participant in the Beaux 

Affair sponsored by the Charleston 

Youth Leadership Council.   As a 

part of the extensive leadership de-

velopment program,  Taylor  suc-

cessfully completed the Rites of Pas-

sage, symbolically marking his transi-

tion from boyhood to manhood. 

Marriage Ministry Celebrates  

Valentineôs Day 

 

 

 

The Marriage Ministry sponsored a gala Valentineõs Day activity in 

February at the Hampton Inn, West Ashley.  Over 75 persons at-

tended and enjoyed games, dinner, dancing, and fellowship.  Spiri-

tual love was truly present.  Bro. Walker and Sis. Darlene Green, 

Co-Chairs, are commended for organizing  a momentous event. 



December 7, 1941 ñ 

It was the day that the Japanese 

bombed Pearl Harbor, home of 

the United States Pacific fleet.   

President Franklin D. Roosevelt 

called it, òA day that will live in 

infamyó.  For Morris Street Bap-
tist Church Trustee Bro. Alonza 

Grant, it was, indeed, a day that 

he will  never forget. 

A native Charlestonian, Bro. 

Grant was raised on the East 

Side of the city on Stone Court.    

In 1938, he joined the United 

States Navy when it was still 

segregated, and as he recalls, 

òthe only jobs we (black sailors) 

could get were as cooks or 

stewards (butlers to the offi-

cers), and I was a cook on the 

Avocet for $21 a day, but only 

one day a month.ó 

The Avocet was a small tugboat  

that carried two anti-aircraft 

guns and 100 soldiers.  On that 

day, the ship was tied to the 

dock.    While it  was not a tar-

get for the Japanese, the ship did 

not escape the battle.  Bro. 

Grant remembers it well.    It 

was  only two days after his 

22nd birthday,  He says, òI had 

just finished  serving breakfast to 

the officers and was getting 

ready to eat myself.  I 

heard a lot of screaming 

and saw bombs falling.ó  

He continues as if it were 

yesterday, òI looked out 

the door and saw those 

planes with the red ball 
on their wings.ó  What an ex-

perience!  At that moment, 

the whole world changed.   

More than 2,000 sailors died 

along with several hundred 

soldiers, Marines and civilians. 

And Bro. Grant had survived! 

Also, at the moment, Grantõs 

role on the ship changed.  He 

moved from cooking in the 

galley (kitchen) to handling am-

munition in the shipõs maga-

zine.   

After serving another eight 

years in the Navy, Bro. Grant 

was Honorably Discharged. 

After his service in the mili-

tary, Bro. Grant served as a 

machinist at the Charleston 

Naval Shipyard, retiring after 

thirty years of service.   

Bro. Grant  has been a mem-

ber of Morris Street Baptist 

Church for more than fifty 

years, having joined under the 

pastorate of Reverend J. C. 

Dunbar. 

Living Legend:   
 

Brother Alonza Grant  

                                by Kevin Tolbert 
Associate Editor 
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He serves his church as a 

faithful member of the Trus-

teesõ Ministry and as a mem-

ber of Sunday School Class 

#4. 

Bro. Grant understands just 

how blessed he was to have 

survived on that fateful day.   

He is thought to be the only 

black Pearl Harbor  survivor 

still living in the Charleston 

area.   

As a trustee of South Caro-

lina Chapter 1 of the Pearl 

Harbor Survivors,  Bro. Grant 
continued to tell his story of 

survival and heroism through 

the years in newspaper arti-

cles, television interviews, and 

as a constant presence at re-

membrance ceremonies 

throughout the area before 

illness curtailed his activities. 

In the midst of continued war, 

Bro. Alonza Grant stands tall 

as an inspiration ñ A Living 

Legend! 

EDITORõS NOTE:  This feature includes information compiled from stories published 

in The Charleston Post and Courier, written by Staff Reporters Terry Joyce (published 

on December 8, 2001 and December 5, 2004) and  James Scott (published December 

8, 2005). 
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MSBC Observes Her  

61st Annual  

Hattie P. Holmes Memorial Palm Sunday Tea  

With the theme, Embracing the Resur-

rection Story:  The Foundation of Our 

Legacy for the 21st Century,  Morris 

Street Baptist Church celebrated 

Palm Sunday with the Annual Hattie 

P. Holmes Memorial Tea.   
Named after the founding chairper-

son of the annual fundraiser, the 

Palm Sunday Tea is one of Morris 

Streetõs signature events!   Members 

and friends of the community look 

forward to coming year after year on 

Palm Sunday to bond together in The 

Word of God and in the wonder of 

all the delectable food  and fellow-

ship. 
This year,  MSBC was blessed to 

have the Word brought by one of its 

own sons, Reverend Dr. Evans A. 

Lee, Pastor of Emancipation Baptist 

Church , St. Matthews, SC.   

 With his choir and members of his 

congregation accompanying him,, Rev. 

Leeõs sermon referenced Luke 24: 1ð 

12 with the message, òDo You Know 

Himó ñ emphasizing the need for us 

to have and maintain a personal rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ. 
Following the program, congregants 

and guests moved to the Lower Level 

of The Sanctuary where the various 

wards of the church sponsored beau-

tifully decorated tables filled with 

plentiful, delicious dishes! 
Our  hats go off to Sis. Edreca Gray 

and the members of The Palm Sunday 

Tea Committee, the Deacons, the 

Ward Captains, and all members and 

friends for another wonderful Palm 

Sunday Tea  ñ keeping the best of 

our traditions alive and well for 61 

years! 

And a very great 

multitude spread 

their garments in the 

way; others cut 

down branches from 

the trees, and 

strawed them in the 

way. 
And the multitudes 

that went before, 

and that followed, 

cried, saying, Ho-

sanna to the son of 

David:  Blessed is he 

that cometh in the 

name of the Lord; 

Hosanna in the high-

est. 

St. Matthew 21:  8-9 


