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Discipleship  

Means  

Servanthood  

 In 1 Corinthians 4: 1- 2, Apostle Paul wrote to the church at Corinth 

these words: 

  òLet a man so consider us as servants of Christ and 

   stewards of the mysteries of God.  Moreover, it is  

   required in stewards that one be found faithful.ó 
 The measure of oneõs ministry, according to Rev. Dr. Gardner C. Taylor, 

is not accomplished by the number of baptisms, the size of the budget, nor the 

number of buildings.  While the church must be sensitive to these important 
physical aspects of the church, it is most important that the church be found 

faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesusõ chief priority was detailed in Luke 4: 18-

20 and in Matthew 25: 31ð 46.  Briefly stated, these two passages of Scripture 

point out that saving and fully liberating people from ALL types of bondage (be it 

spiritual, physical, social, psychological, financial, etc.) was Jesusõ main purpose for 

coming to this earth. 
 In the Corinthian passage mentioned above are the important words for 

believers in churches today to remember as we serve.  We are servants of 

Christ and stewards that are to be faithful over the few things over which He has 

made us managers.  Being faithful to Christ with all that we have is the key.  We 

are expected to be good stewards and faithful managers of the Lordõs resources! 
 I pray that we all will serve God in this congregation without ceasing!  

May God be pleased and glorified through our service to God and our service to 

humanity!  Be thou faithful unto death and God promises a crown of life. 

        

       Pastor L. O. Griffin  
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MSBC Observes 144  Years  

    by Mary Smith, Staff Writer 

In May,  Morris Street Baptist Church observed 144 years of commitment to 

Christian service.  Following the churchõs theme, òBuilding Upon the Legacy for 

the 21st Century,ó the celebration started with the Rev. Arthur Evans, Sr. Pastor 

of Calvary Baptist Church, delivering the message.  His choir and members of his 

congregation accompanied him as he presented a great thought-provoking mes-

sage.  The following evening, the Rev. Timothy Robinson, Pastor of New Cannon 

Missionary Baptist Church, blessed us with the word.  Morris Street Baptist 

Churchõs Choir brought the music. 
 

The Annual Awards and Recognition Banquet brought Morris Street members and 

guests out for an evening of fellowship and delectable dining.  The speaker for the 

occasion was The Reverend Nelson B. Rivers, III, the eloquent Pastor of Charity 

Baptist Church of North Charleston.  Rev. Rivers certainly did not disappoint ban-

quet attendees with his powerful delivery!  Nor were those attending disap-

pointed with the wonderful full course meal that was prepared and served by our 

professional Kitchen Ministry, headed by Sis. Barbara Calvary and Sis. Vondalin 

Robinson.  Morris Street Baptist Church members holding membership for 40 

years, 50 years, and 60+ years were recognized.  The Distinguished Church Ser-

vice Award was presented to Sis. Gloria G. Wilford.  Rev. Alma Dungee received 

the Community Service Award.  The Distinguished Youth Service Awards were 

presented to Benjamin Hanna, Theodore Hartwell, III, and Taylor Deleston. 
 

The 144th Anniversary Celebration culminated on Sunday, May 17, 2009 at the 

morning worship service.  The articulate Rev. James B. Lewis, Senior Pastor of 

Covenant Missionary Baptist Church in Georgetown, SC, delivered a moving and 

dynamic message. 
 

Congratulations to Sis. Gloria G. Lambright, Chairperson, and the entire Anniver-

sary Committee for a most successful celebration.  We thank God for 144 years 

of existence as we continue to grow spiritually to carry out our mission of making 

disciples of Christ through teaching, evangelism, and worship. 

  Womenôs Day 2009    

    by  Theodocia Becoate, Staff Reporter 

MSBCõs Womenõs Day Celebration began with a Womenõs Retreat and Prayer 

Breakfast on Saturday, July 11, 2009, at the church.  The theme was òDedicated 

Christian Women Fulfilling Godõs Mission Through Service, Education, and Love.ó  

The scripture references were:  Acts 9: 36 ð41; John 20: 11ñ16; James 2: 14ñ

16; and Proverbs 1: 2 ð5.  The women of the church prayed for the church, the 

city, the state, and unity. 

 
Greetings were offered by Sis. Lucille S. Whipper, Immediate Past President of 

the Baptist Womenõs Educational and Missionary Convention of South Carolina 

and by Sis. Geneva B. Robinson, President of the Senior Missionary Ministry of 

Morris Street Baptist Church.         (Continued on Page 8 ñ Womenõs Day) 



One of the first things that most 

people stop to admire upon en-

tering the vestibule of Morris 

Street Baptist Church is the 

beautiful mural painted on its 

wall.  However, few realize that 

this mural and others in churches 
throughout the Charleston area 

and beyond are the renowned 

work of Morris Street Baptist 

Churchõs very own, Sister Doro-

thy Brunson Wright ñ a Living 

Legend! 

A native of Timmonsville, South 

Carolina, Sis. Wright attended 

the local public schools, graduat-

ing from Brockington High 

School.  From the age of five, she 

showed an interest in art by 

drawing in the dirt instead of us-

ing a tablet for school work. 

After high school, Sis. Wright en-

rolled in Claflin University in 

Orangeburg, SC where she 

earned the Bachelor of Arts de-

gree with Summa Cum Laude 

honors.  While at Claflin, Sis. 

Wright received no formal train-

ing in art studies until her sopho-

more year.   Sis. Wright also be-

came a charter member of the 

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority dur-

ing her matriculation at Claflin. 

For 32 years, Sis. Wright taught 

art in the public schools of South 

Carolina, ending her career at the 

former C. A. Brown High School 

in Charleston.  She had the 

distinction of serving on 

the faculty of Brown from 

its inception until the 

school was closed.  

The first mural painted by 

Sis. Wright was done at 
Fielding Home for Funer-

als.  From there, she 

painted religious murals in 

churches throughout  Charles-

ton and the surrounding area.  

Through the years, many art 

exhibitions have highlighted Sis. 

Wrightõs magnificent artistic 

talent. 

A few highlights of Sis. Dorothy 

Wrightõs illustrious career as an 

artist include: 

 ñ Commissioned by 

the Charleston Housing Au-

thority to paint portraits of 

Charleston legends, Mrs. Mamie 

Fields and Mrs. Septima Clark, 

at the day care centers named 

in their honor. 

 ñCommissioned by 

The City of Charleston to 

paint the commemorative  

painting of Denmark Vesey that 

hangs in the Gaillard Municipal 

Auditorium. 

 ñCommissioned to 

paint portraits of Mr. Wilmot 

Fraser for Fraser Elementary 

School; Mr. Joseph A. Moore  
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for the Joseph A. Moore Ath-

letic Association, Burke High 

School; and Rev. Fred Dawson 

for Calvary Baptist Church. 

Sis. Wright says that she is 

most proud of the mural that 

she painted at Nichols Chapel 

AME Church ñ the last paint-

ing done because of the height 

restrictions when painting 

them. 

Sis. Wright has received 

countless awards and honors 

for her artistic work.  Most 

recently, she was honored at 
the Moja Arts Festivalõs 

òStanding on the Shoulders of 

Our Eldersó tribute. 

Sis. Wright has been married 

to Trustee Reginald Wright 

for 59 years, and they are the 

proud parents of four children, 

with several grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren. 

 To God be the Glory 

for a marvelous talent exhib-

ited through the wondrous 

career of Sis. Dorothy Wright! 
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MSBC RECOGNIZES ACADEMIC ACHIEVERS  

òTrain up a child in 

the way he should  

go:  and when he is 

old, he will not 

depart from it.ó 

 

Proverbs 22: 6 
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Kieon T. Green  

  

On June 28, 2009,  

young people of  
Morris Street Baptist 

Churchõs Youth 

Department were  

recognized by the  
Education Ministry for 

outstanding  
achievements during the 

4th grading period of 

the 2008-2009 academic 

year. 

 
 Congratulations to 

these students and their 

parents! 

 

Jaron McPherson  
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